Case No.: PROMT-072A 

SHOE HOLDER 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to collapsible 
containers* and, more particularly, to a uniquely configured 
collapsible bag for holding shoes and other objects. 

STATEMENT RE: FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH/DEVELOPMENT 

(Not Applicable) 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] In the prior art, there exists collapsible containers 
that are configured to hold various objects such as hats and 
the like. When not used for storing such objects, the 
collapsible containers may be collapsed in order to reduce the 
overall dimensions such that storability and transportability 
is improved. One such collapsible container is shown and 
described in U.S. Patent No. 1,691,904 wherein a collapsible 
bag for hats and similar fragile objects is provided. 
[0003] Although the collapsible bag in the '904 reference may 
be collapsed, the need to secure the fabric across the floors 
of each one of the compartments by employing the drawstring 
necessarily adds to the complexity of the bag and increases 
its assembly time. Another disadvantage of the bag described 
in the '904 reference is that each of the hoops must be 
assembled and disassembled by attaching and detaching a 
coupling means disposed on opposing ends of each one of the 
hoops. Such decoupling increases the complexity of the 
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collapsible bag and increases the overall assembly and 
disassembly time. Thus, there exists a need in the art for an 
improved collapsible container having a minimal number of 
parts and a relatively short assembly and disassembly time, 

SUMMARY 

[0004] There is thus advantageously provided a collapsible 
bag which specifically addresses and alleviates the above- 
referenced deficiencies associated with the use of prior art 
collapsible containers. More particularly, there is 

advantageously provided a collapsible bag that defines four 
vertical sides, an upper end and a lower end. The collapsible 
bag is comprised of a bottom panel, a top panel, at least one 
intermediate panel, at least one side wall, and at least one 
divider panel. At the lower end is the bottom panel which 
defines a bottom panel perimeter and has a tension loop 
extending around the bottom panel perimeter. At the upper end 
is the top panel which is spaced apart from the bottom panel 
and which defines a top panel perimeter and has a tension loop 
extending therearound. The intermediate panel is interposed 
between and is axially aligned with the top and bottom panels. 
The side wall defines the four vertical sides when the 
collapsible bag is in the expanded position . 

[0005] The intermediate panel defines an intermediate panel 
perimeter and has a tension loop extending therearound. The 
side wall partially extends around and is joined to the top, 
bottom and intermediate panel perimeters to partially enclose 
the collapsible bag such that the top, bottom, intermediate 
and side panels collectively define a plurality of bays. The 
side wall may be comprised of a single contiguous or 
uninterrupted piece of fabric material. Alternatively, the 
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fabric material may be comprised of a plurality of sections of 
fabric material that are secured together. The fabric 
material may comprise mesh material. Each one of the side 
walls may extend between adjacent ones of the top, 
intermediate and bottom panels. 

[0006] The side wall may also define at least one opening on 
one of the four vertical sides allowing access into an 
interior of the collapsible bag. Each one of the top, 
intermediate, bottom and divider panels and side wall may be 
fabricated from flexible material such as fabric material. 
The top, intermediate, bottom and divider panels and side wall 
may be fabricated from any combination of flexible material 
such that the bag may be repeatedly moved from the collapsible 
position to the expanded position, and vice versa. The 
tension loops of the collapsible bag are configured to 
outwardly urge each one of the top, bottom and intermediate 
panel perimeters such that the material covering the top, 
intermediate and bottom panels is generally held taut. Due to 
the tautness of the material, the load-carrying capability of 
each one of the intermediate panels and the bottom panel is 
enhanced. 

[0007] The collapsible bag may be configured such that any 
number of bays may be defined by altering the quantity of 
divider panels and intermediate panels. The divider panels 
may be sewn to adjacent ones of the top, intermediate and 
bottom panels. The top, intermediate and bottom panels may be 
generally orthogonally shaped with each one of the panels 
having generally straight sides and rounded corners with each 
one of the top, intermediate and bottom panels being 
substantially identically shaped and sized. A perimeter 
pocket may be formed at the top, intermediate and bottom 
panels. The tension loop may be enclosed within the perimeter 
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pocket in each one of the panels. The tension loops may be 
fabricated from flexible strap material such as fiberglass, 
plastic or a steel alloy such as spring steel such that the 
tension loop may outwardly urge the respective ones of the 
top, intermediate and bottom panels. Each one of the tension 
loops may be formed as an endless or continuous loop. The 
tension loops used herein are of approximately the same 
dimension in cross-section, such as circles, squares, or 
rectangles having a height to width ratio of about 5:1 or 
less, and preferably about 2:1, and preferably with the height 
being less than .25 inches. 

[0008] A hanger member may be included in the collapsible bag 
and may be secured to an exterior surface of the top panel . 
The hanger member may be configured to engage a horizontally- 
disposed pole such as a clothes hanger pole of the type 
typically used in a clothing closet. The hanger member may be 
oriented in a manner wherein the side of the collapsible bag 
having the opening is oriented parallel to the pole such that 
objects may be inserted into and removed from the bays through 
the opening when the collapsible bag is suspended in a closet 
with the opening facing the opening of the closet. The hanger 
member may comprise a sleeve member fabricated from nylon 
fabric material and may be configured to be releaseably 
mounted on the horizontally disposed pole. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] These as well as other features of the present 
invention will become more apparent upon reference to the 
drawings in which like numbers refer to like parts throughout, 
and in which: 


[0010] Figure 1 is a perspective view of a collapsible bag in 
an extended or expanded position illustrating top, 
intermediate, bottom and divider panels and a side wall; 
[0011] Figure la is a partial cross-sectional view of a top 
panel perimeter of the top panel illustrating a stiffener 
panel abuttingly disposed against the top panel; 
[0012] Figure lb is a partial cross-sectional view of an 
intermediate panel perimeter illustrating a perimeter pocket 
and a tension loop enclosed therewithin; 

[0013] Figure Ic is a partial cross-sectional view of an 
intermediate panel perimeter illustrating a perimeter edging 
with the tension loop enclosed therewithin; 

[0014] Figure 2 is a side view of the collapsible bag 
illustrating a plurality of bays that are collectively defined 
by the top, intermediate, bottom and divider panels and the 
side wall; 

[0015] Figure 3 is a further side view of the collapsible bag 
shown in Fig. 2 illustrating the arrangement of the 
intermediate panels in relation to the top and bottom panels; 
[0016] Figure 4 is a top view of the collapsible bag taken 
along line 4-4 of Fig. 2 illustrating a hanger member disposed 
upon the top panel ; 

[0017] Figure 5 is a bottom view of the collapsible bag taken 
along line 5-5 of Fig. 3 illustrating the bottom panel 
perimeter 16a of the bottom panel; 

[0018] Figure 6 is a side view of the collapsible bag of Fig. 
3 in a collapsed position; 

[0019] Figure 7 is a perspective view of the collapsible bag 
including divider panels and illustrating a pair of hook 
elements extending upwardly from the top panel; and 

[0020] Figure 8 is a perspective view of the collapsible bag 
being devoid of divider panels. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0021] Referring now to the drawings wherein the showings are 
for purposes of illustrating preferred embodiments of the 
collapsible bag only, and not for purposes of limiting the 
same, Figures 1, 2 and 3 illustrate a collapsible bag 10 in an 
expanded position. Fig. 6 illustrates the collapsible bag 10 
in a collapsed position. The collapsible bag 10 shown in 
Figs. 1, 2 and 3 has an upper end, a lower end and four 
vertical sides. References to up, upper, upper end, top, 
down, downward, lower end and bottom are relative to the 
orientation shown in Fig. 1 in which the lower end of the 
collapsible bag 10 is disposed toward the earth, 

[0022] The collapsible bag 10 is advantageously comprised of 
a top panel 12, a bottom panel 14, at least one intermediate 
panel 16, at least one side wall 18, and at least one divider 
panel 26. At the lower end is the bottom panel 14 which 
defines a bottom panel perimeter 14a extending around an outer 
periphery of the bottom panel 14. A tension loop 20 extends 
around the bottom panel perimeter 14a, as can be seen in Fig. 
IB. 

[0023] At the upper end is the top panel 12 which is spaced 
apart from and axially aligned with the bottom panel 14 along 
longitudinal axis 15. The top panel 12 is preferably, but 
optionally, oriented generally parallel to the bottom panel 
14. The top panel 12 defines a top panel perimeter 12a. 
Preferably, but optionally, the tension loop 2 0 extends around 
the top panel perimeter 12a. The intermediate panel 16 is 
also axially aligned with the top and bottom panels 12, 14 and 
is interposed between the top and bottom panels 12, 14. The 
intermediate panel 16 is preferably disposed in generally 
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parallel arrangement relative to the top and bottom panel 12, 
14. 

[0024] As shown in Figs. 1-3 and 7-8, the side wall 18 forms 
vertical sides when the collapsible bag 10 is in the expanded 
position. The top and bottom panels 12, 14 may be generally 
horizontally-disposed as are the intermediate panels 16 while 
the side wall 18 and divider panels 2 6 may be generally 
vertically-disposed. The intermediate, bottom and divider 
panels 16, 14, 26 and side wall 18 respectively, each have 
flexible material extending contiguously and uninterrupted 
over a substantial portion, and preferably all, of each one of 
the panels 16, 14, 26 and side wall 18. The material is 
preferably substantially uninterrupted in that one or more 
small openings can be used, such as for ventilation or for 
viewing. Any such openings are preferably small relative to 
the size of the panel in which the openings are formed, with 
no single opening preferably more than 20% of the area of the 
panel. Moreover, the openings are such that they do not 
degrade to any appreciable extent the ability of the spring- 
loop frame or tension- loop frame 20 hold the material taut for 
its intended use. 

[0025] As can be seen in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the intermediate 
panel 16 defines an intermediate panel perimeter 16a and has a 
tension loop 2 0 extending therearound. The panels 12, 14 and 
16 have a similar construction. The side wall 18 is partially 
joined to the top, intermediate and bottom panel perimeters 
12a, 14a, 16a between the top and bottom panels 12, 14. In 
this manner, the side wall 18 is configured to partially 
enclose the collapsible bag 10 such that the top, bottom and 
intermediate panels 12, 14, 16 and side wall 18 collectively 
define a plurality of bays 22. Each bay 22 has an 
intermediate panel 16 forming a top and bottom of the bay 22 
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with the side wall 18 enclosing at least a portion of the bay 
22- The side wall 18 also joins the top and bottom panels 12, 
14 forming that particular bay 22. The top-most bay 22 has 
top panel 12 forming the top of the bay 22. The bottom-most 
bay 22 has the bottom panel 14 forming the bottom of the bay 
22, The side wall 18 may be comprised of a single contiguous 
piece of fabric material or it may be comprised of a plurality 
of sections of fabric material. 

[0026] In the configuration shown in Figs. 1-3 and 7-8, the 
collapsible bag 10 is comprised of a plurality of side walls 
18 formed of fabric mesh material. Each one of the side walls 
18 extends between adjacent ones of the top, intermediate and 
bottom panels 12, 14, 16. Upper and lower edges of the side 
walls 18 are joined to the top, intermediate and bottom panels 
12, 14, 16 at the respective ones of the top, intermediate and 
bottom panel perimeters 12a, 14a, 16a, such as by sewing. 
Alternate means of joining the top, intermediate and bottom 
panels 12, 14, 16 to the side walls 18 may be used. For 
example, the top, intermediate and bottom panels 12, 14, 16 
may be joined to the side walls 18 by gluing or with 
mechanical fasteners . 

[0027] The side wall 18 may also define at least one opening 
24 on one or more of the vertical sides. The opening 24 of 
the side wall 18 may include hemming extending along at least 
a part of a length of the opening 24 . The hemming may be 
formed of a piece of nylon fabric material that may be sewn or 
otherwise secured to the fabric mesh material of each one of 
the side walls 18. Such nylon hemming of the opening 24 may 
provide greater durability and resistance against stretching 
and tearing that that which may be provided by the fabric mesh 
material acting alone. Stretching of the side wall 18 may 
occur during insertion and removal of objects into the bays 


22. The opening 24 may preferably, but optionally, be 
disposed on a lateral side of the collapsible bag 10, as can 
be seen in Figs. 1 and 2. The opening 24 allows access into 
an interior of the collapsible bag 10. The opening 24 may be 
shaped in any number of configurations. 

[0028] In this regard, the opening 24 may have an oval or 
circular shape or it could have a rectangular shape of any 
size. The opening 24 may be positioned along each one of the 
bays 22 adjacent the side wall 18. The opening 24 may also be 
configured as a slit in the side walls 18 adjacent each one of 
the bays 22. However, the size and shape of the opening 24 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 (wherein the side wall 18 partially 
extends around three of four of the vertical sides of the 
collapsible bag 10) is believed to be advantageous. In Figs. 
1 and 2, the opening 24 extends from the top panel 12 to the 
bottom panel 14 to provide access to each bay 22. An entire 
side of the collapsible bag 10 thus forms the opening 24. 
[0029] Each one of the top, intermediate, bottom and divider 
panels 12, 14, 16, 2 6 and the side wall 18 may be fabricated 
from flexible material such as fabric material . The 
collapsible bag 10 of Figs. 1-8 is shown with a fabric mesh 
material covering a substantial portion, and preferably all, 
of each one of the panels 12, 14, 16, 26 and the side wall 18. 
The flexible material may be either perforated or non- 
perforated. In addition, the flexible material may be a 
transparent material such as clear plastic. The flexible 
material may also be translucent so as to distort light 
passing therethrough. The flexible material may also be an 
opaque material. Furthermore, the panels 12, 14, 16, 26 and 
the side wall 18 of the collapsible bag 10 may be fabricated 
from a combination of perforated and non-perforated material. 
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[0030] Preferably, but optionally, the intermediate and 
bottom panels 14, 16 may each be fabricated from fabric mesh 
material, as is shown in Figs. 1-8, with strips of nylon 
fabric being used as hemming around the intermediate and 
bottom panel perimeters 14a, 16a. Alternatively, the 

intermediate and bottom panels 14, 16 may be fabricated 
entirely from nylon fabric for improved wear resistance 
against the soles of shoes that may be inserted into the bays 
22. The use of nylon fabric instead of fabric mesh material 
in the top, intermediate and bottom panels 14 may also retain 
dirt particles and/or debris carried on objects such as shoes 
that may be placed into the bays 22 . The use of nylon fabric 
may prevent such debris from falling into shoes resting in 
bays 22 immediately below. Finally, the use of nylon fabric 
for the fabrication of the top, intermediate and bottom panels 
12, 14, 16 may conceal the tension loops 20 such that the 
aesthetics of the collapsible bag 10 may be enhanced. 
[0031] As is depicted in Figs. 1-8, the side walls 18 may 
preferably, but optionally, be fabricated from fabric mesh 
material such that the collapsible bag 10 has improved 
breathability in order to allow for the evaporation of 
moisture that may contained in objects that are stored in the 
bays 22. However, the panels 12, 14, 16, 26 and the side wall 
18 may be fabricated from any combination of flexible material 
such that the collapsible bag 10 may be readily and repeatedly 
moved from the collapsible position to the expanded position, 
and vice versa. 

[0032] Importantly, the tension loops 20 of the collapsible 
bag 10 are configured to outwardly urge the flexible material 
extending over each one of the top, intermediate and bottom 
panels 12, 14, 16 such that the flexible material is generally 
held taut. Due to the tautness of the flexible material, the 
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load- carrying capability of each one of the intermediate 
panels 16 and the bottom panel 14 is enhanced such that the 
panels 14, 16 sag less. In this manner, items placed in the 
bays 22 are better supported. 

[0033] In addition, the tautness of the flexible material may 
prevent contact between objects in adjacent upper and lower 
ones of the bays 22. More specifically, the tautness of the 
bottom and intermediate panels 14, 16 may prevent sagging 
under the weight of objects in the bays 22. Furthermore, the 
tautness of the bottom and intermediate panels 14, 16 may also 
prevent interference with objects already resting in the 
bottom and intermediate panels 14, 16 as additional objects 
are inserted and removed from the bays 22. 

[0034] Referring to Fig. 1, the collapsible bag 10 shown 
includes twelve separate ones of the bays 22. However, the 
collapsible bag 10 may be configured to have any number of 
bays 22. For example, as is illustrated in Fig. 8, the 
collapsible bag 10 is shown wherein the divider panels 26 have 
been omitted such that only six of the bays 22 are defined. 
However, the collapsible bag 10 may be configured such that 
more than one divider panel 26 may be installed between 
adjacent ones of the top, intermediate and bottom panels 12, 
14, 16. For example, two of the divider panels 26 may be 
installed between the top panel 12 and the immediately 
adjacent one of the intermediate panels 16 such that three of 
the bays 22 are defined. In this regard, the divider panels 
26 advantageously provide an organizational feature to the 
collapsible bag 10. 

[0035] Additionally, it is contemplated that the intermediate 
panels 16 may also be omitted leaving only the top, bottom and 
divider panels 12, 14, 26 and side wall 18 to collectively 
define only two of the bays 22 of the collapsible bag 10. 


However, the collapsible bag 10 may be configured such that 
the divider panels 26 and the intermediate panels 16 may be 
altogether omitted wherein only a single bay 22 may be 
collectively defined by the top and bottom panels 12, 14 and 
the side wall 18. As can be seen, the collapsible bag 10 may 
be configured such that any number of bays 22 may be defined 
by altering the quantity of divider panels 26 and intermediate 
panels 16. 

[0036] Referring still to Fig, 1, the divider panels 26 may 
be interposed between adjacent ones of the top, intermediate 
and bottom panels 12, 14, 16. Each one of the divider panels 
26 includes a top edge, a bottom edge opposing the top edge, 
and a pair of opposing lateral edges. In the configuration of 
the collapsible bag 10 shown in Fig. 1, the top edge and the 
bottom edge of one of the divider panels 2 6 may be secured to 
respective ones of the top panel 12 and the immediately 
adjacent one of the intermediate panels 16. Such securement 
of the divider panels 26 may be by sewing, gluing, rivets and 
other means of fastening such parts. The divider panel 26 may 
preferably, but optionally, be oriented such that one of the 
lateral edges is exposed to the opening 24, as is shown in 
Figs. 1, 2, 7 and 8. 

[0037] The lateral edge opposite that which is exposed to the 
opening 24 may be disposed adjacent to the side wall 18. 
Preferably, but optionally, the lateral edge adjacent the side 
wall 18 may be freely disposed adjacent the side wall 18. 
However, it is contemplated that the lateral edge that is 
disposed adjacent to the side wall 18 may be secured to the 
side wall 18 by sewing, gluing, with mechanical fasteners or 
by other suitable means. Alternatively, the top and bottom 
edges of the divider panels 26 may be secured to adjacent ones 
of the top, intermediate and bottom panels 12, 14, 16 with 
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hook and loop fasteners such that the divider panels 26 may be 
readily installed and removed from the collapsible bag 10. By 
configuring the divider panels 26 to be removable, the 
quantity of the bays 22 may be readily altered. 
[0038] As can be seen in Figs. 1-8, the top, intermediate and 
bottom panels 12, 14, 16 are generally rectangularly- shaped or 
square-shaped with each one of the panels having generally 
straight sides and rounded corners. Each of the top, 
intermediate and bottom panels 12, 14, 16 may preferably, but 
optionally, be substantially identically shaped and sized. 
Alternatively, it is contemplated that the panels 12, 14, 16 
may be shaped and sized in varying configurations along a 
length of the collapsible bag 10. The particular shape of the 
panels 12, 14, 16 may vary from circular to oval to various 
forms of rectangles or triangles. However, the generally 
rectangular shape similar to that shown in Figs. 1-8 is 
believed to be advantageous. The corners are rounded in order 
to accommodate the use of the tension loops 20 that hold the 
panels 12, 14, 16, taut. 

[00391 Referring briefly to Fig. la, a stiff ener panel 28 may 
be included with the top panel 12. The stiff ener panel 28 may 
be sized to be complimentary to the top panel 12 and may be 
abuttingly disposed against the top panel 12 or to comprise 
the top panel 12. The stiff ener panel 28 may be configured to 
provide a greater degree of rigidity or stiffness than that 
which may be provided by the combination of the flexible 
material of the top panel 12 with the tension loop 20. The 
stiffener panel 28 may be fabricated from a sheet of 
cardboard, fiberboard, plastic or other suitable material. 

[0040] The increased rigidity or stiffness that may be 
imparted by the stiffener panel 2 8 may enhance the weight- 
supporting capability of the collapsible bag 10 when the 
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collapsible bag 10 is suspended from a hanger member 30 
similar to that shown in Fig. 1 and as will be described in 
greater detail below. However, it is contemplated that the 
top panel 12 itself may be configured to be substantially- 
stiff such that the top panel 12 may be maintained in a 
substantially planar orientation when the collapsible bag 10 
is suspended by the hanger member 30. If a stiff ener panel 28 
is included with the top panel 12, the stiff ener panel 28 may 
be sandwiched between fabric layers of the top panel 12 and 
may be sized to be slightly smaller that the top panel 
perimeter 12a, as can be seen in Fig. la. A seam extending 
around the top panel perimeter 12a prevents lateral movement 
of the stiffener panel 28 within the confines of the fabric 
layers of the top panel 12. However, the stiffener panel 28 
may also be secured to an upper or lower exterior side of the 
top panel 12. Furthermore, the stiffener panel 28 may 
comprise a plate that is inserted inside the collapsible bag 
10 with the fabric of top panel 12 disposed on top of the 
stiffener panel 28, or fastened to a periphery of the 
stiffener panel 28. 

[0041] Referring now to Fig. lb, shown is an arrangement for 
securing the tension loops 20 to respective ones of the top, 
intermediate and bottom panel perimeters 12a, 4a, 16a. A 
continuous perimeter tunnel or pocket 3 8 is shown as being 
formed at the top, intermediate and bottom panels 12, 14, 16. 
The perimeter pocket 38 may be fabricated from a separate 
strip of fabric, such as nylon fabric, which may be sewn into 
the shape of the perimeter pocket 38 and may be separately 
secured to the panels 12, 14, 16 by sewing or by other 
suitable means. However, it is contemplated that the 
perimeter pocket 3 8 may be secured to the respective ones of 
the panels 12, 14, 16 by any number of alternative means. One 
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such means includes a perimeter edging 3 9 that may be sewn to 
the panels 12, 14, 16 in a manner illustrated in Fig. Ic. 
Alternatively, the perimeter edging 39 may be glued, riveted 
or otherwise fastened to the periphery. 

[0042] As is shown in Fig. lb, the tension loop 2 0 may be 
enclosed within the perimeter pocket 3 8 in each one of the 
panels 12, 14, 16. Each of the perimeter pockets 38 may be 
formed as a continuous loop extending around the respective 
ones of the top, intermediate and bottom panels 12, 14, 16. 
The perimeter pocket 38 may be formed as a part of the top, 
intermediate and bottom panels 12, 14, 16 wherein the fabric 
covering the top, intermediate and bottom panels 12, 14, 16 is 
folded back onto itself and sewn to a major portion of the 
fabric with the tension loop 20 being enclosed therewithin. 

[0043] Alternatively, the nylon fabric of the perimeter 
pocket 38 may be sewn to the fabric mesh material which may 
cover a majority of the* intermediate and bottom panels 14, 16. 
Likewise, the nylon fabric of the perimeter pocket 38 may be 
sewn to nylon fabric material which may cover the top panel 
12. Additionally, spaced-apart segments (not shown) of 
perimeter pockets 38 may be disposed about each one of the 
top, intermediate and bottom panel perimeters 12a, 14a, 16a. 
The spaced-apart segments may be configured to confine the 
tension loops 20 at spaced intervals as opposed to the 
continuous confinement of the tension loops 20 within the 
perimeter pocket as shown in Figs. 1-8. In yet another 
alternative, the tension loops 20 may be secured to respective 
ones of the top, intermediate and bottom panel perimeters 12a, 
14a, 16a by the use of mechanical fasteners such as with 
straps, rivets or other suitable means. 

[0044] However, it is believed that enclosing the tension 
loops 20 in the continuous perimeter pocket 38 is advantageous 
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because the perimeter pocket 38 may protect against personal 
or property damage that may be otherwise caused by contact 
with edges of the tension loops 20. Furthermore, it is 
believed that nylon fabric may advantageously provide a 
relatively high degree of durability that may prevent edges of 
the tension loops 2 0 from tearing the perimeter pocket 38 
during the outwardly urging force that is applied by each of 
the tension loops 20. 

[0045] Referring briefly to Fig. lb, the tension loop 20 is 
shown with a rectangular cross -section. The tension loop 20 
may preferably, but optionally, be fabricated from flexible 
strap material such as fiberglass, plastic or a steel alloy 
such as spring steel wherein the tension loop 2 0 may outwardly 
urge the respective ones of the top, intermediate and bottom 
panels 12a, 14a, 16a. The tension loop 20 may have a 
generally rectangular cross sectional shape and may be 
oriented within the perimeter pocket 38 such that the 
longitudinal axis of the tension loop 2 0 is generally aligned 
with the longitudinal axis 15, as can be seen in Fig. IB and 
IC. Other cross -sectional shapes may be used for the tension 
loops 20. 

[0046] For example, the tension loops 2 0 may have a circular 
cross-sectional shape. In addition, each one of the tension 
loops 2 0 may be formed as an endless or continuous loop 
although each of the tension loops 2 0 may be configured as a 
discontinuous section having opposing ends that may be 
adjustably coupled together to form a loop. By providing the 
feature of adjustably coupling the ends of the tension loops 
20, the degree of tautness in the flexible material covering 
each one of the top, intermediate and bottom panels 12, 14, 16 
may be controlled. 
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[0047] Advantageously, a hanger member 3 0 may be included in 
the collapsible bag 10. As is shown in Figs. 1, 4, 7 and 8, 
the hanger member 30 may be attached to the collapsible bag 10 
and may be secured to an exterior surface of the top panel 12 . 
The hanger member 3 0 may be oriented parallel to the opening 
24. The hanger member 30 may be configured to engage a 
horizontally-disposed pole 32 such as a clothes hanger pole of 
the type typically used in a clothing closet. The hanger 
member 30 may be configured to engage the horizontally- 
disposed pole 32 having a generally circular cross section. 
However, the hanger member 3 0 may be configured to engage any 
number of devices from which the collapsible bag 10 may be 
suspended. The hanger member 3 0 may be oriented such that the 
opening 24 of the collapsible bag 10 is oriented parallel to 
the orientation of the pole 32. In this manner, objects such 
as shoes may be easily inserted into and removed from the bays 
22 through the opening 24 when the collapsible bag 10 is 
suspended in a closet with the opening 24 facing a door of the 
closet . 

[0048] The hanger member 3 0 may comprise a sleeve member 34 
similar to that shown in Figs. 1-4 and 6-7. Such a sleeve 
member 34 may preferably, but optionally, be fabricated from 
nylon fabric material and may be configured to be releaseably 
mounted on the horizontally disposed pole 32 such as the 
clothes hanger pole described above. In this regard, the 
dimensions of the sleeve member 34 may preferably, but 
optionally, be sized such that the sleeve member 34 is large 
enough to wrap around the pole 32 yet small enough to provide 
a sufficient amount of clearance wherein the sleeve member 34 
may be slid over the pole 32. 

[0049] Turning briefly to Fig. 4, the sleeve member 34 may 
have a generally orthogonal shape extending substantially 
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across a width of the top panel 12. In this regard, the 
sleeve member 34 may be rectangularly- shaped although any 
number of alternate shapes for the sleeve member 34 may be 
workable. The sleeve member 34 may include opposing ends that 
are freely disposed. A middle portion of the sleeve member 34 
may be secured to the top panel 12 as by way of mechanical 
fasteners such as rivets 46, as can be seen in Fig. 4. 
Alternatively, the sleeve member 34 may be secured to the top 
panel 12 and stiffener panel 28 by other means such as by 
sewing . 

[0050] Advantageously, the stiffener panel 28 may be 
abuttingly disposed against the top panel 12, as was earlier 
described. In such configurations, the sleeve member 34 may 
be secured to both the top panel 12 and the stiffener panel 28 
such that suspension loads may be better distributed. 
Additionally, a stiffener strap 44 may preferably, but 
optionally, be secured to an outer portion of the sleeve 
member 34 such that the sleeve member 34 may be captured 
between the stiffener strap 44 and the top panel 12. In this 
manner, rivets 46 securing the sleeve member 34 to the top 
panel 12 may not pull through the sleeve member 34 when the 
collapsible bag 10 is heavily laden. The stiffener strap 44 
may preferably be fabricated from plastic sheet although 
various other materials may be used. 

[0051] The stiffener panel 28 may be configured to prevent 
undue sagging of the top panel 12 when the collapsible bag 10 
is suspended such that the overall shape of the collapsible 
bag 10 is maintained when objects are resting in the bays 22. 
In this regard, the divider panels 26 may also provide load- 
carrying capability such that center portions of the 
intermediate and bottom panels 16, 18 are supported in 
addition to the load-carrying capability provided by the side 
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wall 18. Thus, in addition to providing the above -described 
organizational feature to the collapsible bag 10, the divider 
panels 26 may also assist in maintaining the shape of the 
collapsible bag 10. 

[0052] Referring still to Fig. 4, the opposing ends of the 
sleeve member 34 may be hemmed to prevent fraying of the 
fabric material. As is shown in Fig. 4, the hook and loop 
fasteners 4 8 may be secured to respective ones of the ends of 
the sleeve member 34 such that the sleeve member 34 may be 
releaseably secured to the pole 32 by overlapping the opposing 
ends. However, it is contemplated that mechanical fasteners 
such as snaps or other suitable means may be used to secure 
the opposing ends together. Alternatively, the sleeve member 
34 may be formed as a tubular sleeve sized and configured to 
be complementary to the pole 32 from which the collapsible bag 
10 may be hung. 

[0053] Optionally, the hanger member 30 may be comprised of a 
pair of spaced hook elements 36 affixed to and extending 
upwardly from the top panel 12 as is shown in Fig. 7. As can 
be seen in Fig. 7, the hook elements 36 extend through a pair 
of complementary spaced hook holes 42 formed in the top panel 
12 and in the stiff ener panel 28, if included. The hook 
elements 36 may be configured to be removably engaged to the 
horizontally-disposed pole 32 such as the clothes pole 
described above. In this regard, the hook elements 36 may be 
configured in a shape similar to the shape of a standard 
clothes hanger. Preferably, but optionally, the spacing of 
the hook elements 36 may be such that the vertical loads may 
be substantially evenly distributed to the side wall 18 and to 
the divider panel 26 of the collapsible bag 10. 

[0054] As shown in Fig. 7, the hook elements 3 6 may be 
secured to an elongate hook beam 4 0 that is disposed on a 
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lower side of the top panel 12 and extends substantially 
across the width of the top panel 12. The hook beam 4 0 may 
have a tubular or circular cross-sectional shape and may be 
fabricated from wooden dowel rod or metallic tubing although 
it is recognized herein that there are an infinite number of 
configurations in which that hook beam 40 may be fabricated. 
[0055] Similarly, there are an infinite number of materials 
from which the hook beam 4 0 may be fabricated. Regardless of 
its configuration or the material from which it may be 
fabricated, it is preferable that the hook beam 40 be 
configured with sufficient strength and stiffness 
characteristics such that the collapsible bag 10 may be 
suspended therefrom while substantially spreading the 
suspension loads across the top panel 12 . 

[0056] The above description is given by way of example and 
not limitation. Given the above disclosure, one skilled in 
the art could devise variations that are within the scope and 
spirit of the invention, including various ways of configuring 
the shape of the top, intermediate, bottom and divider panels 
12, 14, 16, 26 and side wall 18. Furthermore, the various 
features of this invention can be used alone, or in varying 
combinations with each other and are not intended to be 
limited to the specific combination described herein. Thus, 
the invention is not to be limited by the illustrated 
embodiments but is to be defined by the following claims when 
read in the broadest reasonable manner to preserve the 
validity of the claims. 
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